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India Water Partnership Report for March, 2015 

PART- I:  CORE ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
I. Review of State Water Polices of Goa and Tamil Nadu by India Water Partnership in line with 

National Water Policy- 2012 in the context of climate change 
 
After review of Draft Water Policy of Bihar and Gujarat in line with National Water Policy-2012 in 
context of climate change during 2014, India Water Partnership (GWP-India) as part of its Work Plan 
is reviewing the State Water Policy of Goa and Tamil Nadu in 2015 with the support of Institute for 
Resource Management and Economic Development (IRMED), Delhi. 
 
In the reporting month i.e, March, 2015, the study  team  collected  copies of the state  water 
policies of  the selected states of Goa  and Tamil Nadu  as  well as information on their water  
resources  scenario  from secondary  sources was gathered.   

An  analysis  of the information obtained indicated  that  the  water  resources  scenario in Goa  is 
much  different  from  the overall national  water  resources  scenario.  There  are nine  river  basins  
in Goa,   all of which  are  very  small -  so  small  that  they  are  usually  clubbed  together with  all  
the west flowing  rivers  from  Tapti  in Gujarat  to  Tadri in Karnataka.  The  basin  area  of  all the  
rivers in Goa constitutes  only  6.61%  of the  basin  area  of Tapti  to Tadri  and  0.115%  of river 
basins  of the  country  as  a  whole.  Further, unlike  the  many northern  rivers  of the  country, 
rivers  in Goa are  not snow-fed,  resulting in a sharp imbalance between water  availability in the 
summer  and monsoon   months.  Six of the nine  rivers of the  state originate  and flow  exclusively 
within the state boundaries  while the other three  are inter-state  rivers. Rivers  and other  water  
bodies  are much  affected  by mining  activities. Because of pumping  out of water  and abandoning  
pits  in mining  areas,  water level  in  certain  parts goes  even  below  the  sea level creating adverse 
effect on  ground  water  regime,  drying of  springs,  open   wells, reducing  flow in streams  etc. 
Because of its location, the state  has  excessive  exposure  to  effects of  global  warming  and 
potential  sea levelrise  such  as intrusion of  salinity  on upstream  sides.  Another unique  feature is 
that  the state also  has considerable  Khazan  lands i.e.,   those reclaimed  from the inundation of  
the tidal  waters  through  the rivers  and  creeks  by constructing  embankments.  Over  exploitation  
of  ground  water  in the narrow  coastal  belt  leads to  the problem of saline  water intrusion.  Yet,  
another  peculiar  feature  of the state is that  in spite  of  a heavy  annual  rainfall,  rivers have  very  
little  water  for half of the year  due to  such factors  as  steep  slope,  porous substratum,  
deforestation in high  ranges, non-uniform  distribution of rainfall etc.  As  a  result, the  state  has 
one of the lowest per  capita fresh  water  availability  in the  country.    

Tamil Nadu  has  several  river  basins  of  which  the  Cauvery  is the  most important.  But it is  an 
inter-state  river.  Utilization of its water has been a source of major conflictwith  theneighboring  
state of Karnataka.  Tamil Nadu has water disputes with Kerala also.  How to manage   inter-state 
water disputes has been a major issue in this state.  Tamil Nadu is  a state  which has  already utilized  
a  very high  percentage  (about  95  to 98%)  of its surface  water resources.  This puts a focus on 
raising water use efficiency through several measures.  There is  also an  acute  regional  imbalance  
between  the areas covered  under the  west  flowing  rivers  and the  drought prone  southern 
districts.  This has made Tamil Nadu one of the most ardent andvocal supporter of inter-basin 
transferof water through inter-linking of rivers project. Widespread tank irrigationhas been along 
established peculiar feature of Tamil Nadu.  But, the areairrigated by traditional tanks has 
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beendeclining.  Because of its hot  climate,  there is considerable  loss of  water  available  in  
reservoirs  and  tanks  through evaporation.    The state suffers fromboth drought and flood.  But, 
floods are mild as compared to those inthe eastern part of the country like Bihar and West Bengal.  
Tamil Nadu is awater scarce state, andits water resourcemanagement system is geared accordingly.   

Another  activity  taken up during March, 2015 was preparation of four types of  schedules 
(questionnaires)   to be  administered for collection of  data  and information  on  water policy  and 
climate  change related aspects from primary sources in each state.  The schedules are meant for (i) 
participants of  the state level workshop  to get their  views  and perceptions on the relevant issues, 
(ii)departments /  agencies  at the  district  level (iii) KrishiVigyan Kendra (KVK) and block level 
relevant officers and (iv) farmers. In addition,  the  study team also  developed guide points  for 
interaction with villagers in groups in the  selected panchayats  about issues  related to  climate  
change, its effect and  mitigation measures etc. 

 

II. Reviewing and Analyzing the State Level Regulatory and Institutional Framework of the 
States of Kerala, Nagaland and Uttarakhand to operationalize the National Water Policy 
(NWP)-2012 

As part of the Work Plan of 2015, the India Water Partnership with the support of Indian 
Environment Law Offices (IELO) is reviewing and analysing the State Level Regulatory and 
Institutional Framework related to water for the States ofKerala, Nagaland and Uttarakhand on the 
similar lines as of 2014 to operationalize the National Water Policy-2012. The study is based on 
16 selected thematic areas as per the NWP-2012. 

The study started with the review of Nagaland in February, 2015 and will continue till April, 2015 
too. The salient features of the review undertaken during March, 2015 are as under: 

a) Whether the State has a water policy?  
The State has no water policy. 
 

b) Whether the state water policy is updated in view of NWP-2012? 
Not applicable as State has no water policy. 

 
c) Whether the sentiment articulated in NWP-2012 is echoed in state policies? 

Not applicable as State has no water policy. 
 

d) Any concrete action is taken? 
There is discussion in the state to formulate a State Water Policy. 

e) Does water policy of the state say anything about water being a scarce, natural resource? 
State is not having a water policy. However, Department of Soil and Water Conservation 
has its own Water policy. The policy states that the natural water resources in the state 
are under peril. 

f) Does the state have a campaign running or any engagement with its citizens to create and 
foster this sentiment? 
There is no state wide awareness campaign on this aspect. 

g) Does the state water policy include a provision on right to access to minimum quantity of 
potable water for health and hygiene? 
Not applicable as State has no water policy. 
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h) Is there any law to guarantee this? 
There is no law guaranteeing this aspect. 
 

i) Has the state formulated state action plan for climate change and has the concerns 
regarding effect of climate change on water resources been integrated in to these plans. Are 
there district level climate change action plans being formulated within the regulatory 
framework 
The State has formulated Nagaland State Action Plan on Climate Change. The District Level 
Action Plan on Climate Change is still to be prepared. The impact on water resources on 
account of climate change has been addressed. 
 

III.  World Water Day-2015 organized by India Water Partnership at Different Places in India 

3.1   World Water Day-2015 Celebration by India Water Partnership (GWP-India) with the support 
of Ashoka University, Sonepat, Haryana on 17th March, 2015 at Ashoka University Campus 
 

India Water Partnership 
(GWP-India) associated 
with Ashoka University, 
Sonepat (Haryana) for 
celebrating World 
Water Day. Dr. 

VeenaKhanduri, 
Executive Secretary, 
GWP-India participated 
as one of the Panelists 
in the Panel Discussion 
on “Water - A Key to 

Sustainable 
Development” 

organized on 17th 
March, 2015 at Ashoka 
University Campus. The 
other panelists were; 
Mr. Rajendra Singh 
(Water Man of India) 
who was also the Chief 

Guest of the event; Mr. ManojMisra- Former IFS & Executive Director, PEACE Institute and Mr. 
VimlenduJha - Founder, Swechha. In the workshop, 150 copies of Briefing Note “In support of a 
Dedicated Water Goal” prepared by GWP was circulated. Mr. HimanshuShekhar, University Student 
and a member, World Youth Water Parliament facilitated the event. 
 
Prof. Rundrangshu   Mukherjee, Vice-Chancellor of Ashoka University welcomed the august 
gathering.  
 

On Dias from left: Dr. AnantSudarshan, Mr. ManojMisra,  Mr. Rajender 
Singh, the Water Man of India & Chief Guest,   Mr. VimlenduJha  and Dr. 

VeenaKhanduri 
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The event began on a high note 
with the Chief Guest’s address, 
Mr. Rajendra Singh. He pointed 
some of the ground realities of 
water related problems and 
their causes. He stressed the 
pure essence of water and its 
inevitability on the planet. 
Urging the audience to play an 
active role, he presented 
certain potential areas and said 
that we as the students could 
certainly help for water 
conservation activities. The 
gravity of the problem was 
underlined as he asserted 
that the next World War 
shall be fought over 
water. What stood out in 
his speech was his 
approach to dealing with such problems, accentuating the need for being aware and assertive but 
not ‘aggressive.’ This glimpse of a Gandhian philosophy added to the charm with which he managed 
to evoke the interest of the audience.  
 
The address was immediately followed by Dr. AnantSudarshan, Professor of Environmental Studies 
at Ashoka University introducing the panel members to the audience. Serving as the moderator for 
the discussion, Dr. Sudarshan contextualized the discussion mainly in terms of inadequate access to 
potable water. Dr. VeenaKhanduri stressed the need for sustainable solutions that involves the use 
of 3R’s i.e. Reduce, Reuse and Recycle to address the problem of shortage of water. She also 
highlighted that as diverse stakeholders compete for the common resource, each one plays an 
important role in contributing to as well as sharing the impacts of the water risks. Hence integrated 
approaches by building institutions and supporting partnership that work across sectors need to be 
strengthened. At the same time involvement of local communities and stimulating the stakeholders 
engagement is very necessary. 
 
Mr. VimlenduJha proposed a more aggressive approach that involved questioning the government 
and development authorities. Criticizing the unplanned urbanization and inefficient sewage plants, 
he commented that the war over water has already begun as some cities experience serious 
shortages of water.   According to MrManoj Mishra, the sole solution to all the problems is to let the 
rivers flow.   
 
At the end, the panel also showed students the silver lining in the cloud as they pointed out ways 
through which students could help.  

On Dias from left : Mr. Rajender Singh, Mr. VimlenduJha and 
Dr. VeenaKhanduri 
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3.2 India Water Partnership (GWP-India) organized Walk for Water on the occasion of World 
Water Day-2015 at Gurgaon, Haryana 

  
India Water Partnership (GWP-India) celebrated World Water Day-2015 on 22nd March, 2015 in 
association with Municipal Corporation, Gurgaon, at C 1 Block Ground, PalamVihar, Gurgaon 
(Haryana). On the occasion, a Walk for Water was also organized. 

The event was inaugurated by Mr. T.L. SatyaPrakash, I.A.S., Deputy Commissioner, Municipal 
Corporation, Gurgaon and jointly coordinated by Mr. ParminderKataria, Deputy Mayor, Gurgaon and 
Dr. VeenaKhanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, India Water Partnership (GWP-
India). The other dignitaries present on the occasion were;  Mr. Jitender Kumar, Olympian Boxer and 
Arjun Awardee, Mr. Raj Chauhan Film Actor, Mr. Mangat Ram Bagri, Municipal Councillor& Member, 
Water Supply, Sewage & Drainage Disposal Committee, Gurgaon, Mr. PradeepMohapatra, 
Coordinator, Udayama (IWP network partner), Presidents and Secretaries of various blocks of 
Gurgaon, school children, representatives of social service organizations, etc.  
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Inaugurating the function,  Mr. T.L. SatyaPrakash, Deputy Commissioner, Gurgaon said that today 
the population of Gurgaon has reached to around 10 lakhs and increasing each passing day. Earlier 
there were four aquifers which were supplying water to Gurgaon and at present three aquifers have 
almost dried up and only one aquifer is there to cater the needs of the growing population. He 
further said that it is expected that the only one  aquiferwhich is line now can feed water to Gurgaon 
for next around 15 years. So what after that?  Now the time has come to give a serious thought for 
conserving water for future generation of not only of Gurgaon but also for the whole country. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. ParminderKataria, Deputy Mayor, Gurgaon also stressed for water 

conservation for future use.  He said that on the occasion of World Water Day-20125, let all of us 
take the pledge to save at least one litre of water per day and spread this message to your 
neighbours and also request them to convey this message to others. Like-wise, the message of water 
conservation will reach from one family to the other family and from village level to district level, 
state level and finally at the country level. 

 

Inaugural address by Mr. T.L. SatyaPrakash, I.A.S., Deputy Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, 
Gurgaon on the occasion of World Water Day -2015 
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Dr. VeenaKhanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, India Water Partnership said that 
India is facing persistent water resources crisis to a growing imbalance of supply and demand. She 
cautioned that with the total water demand expected to rise over 70% by 2025 (from 634 billion 
cubic meter to 1093 billion cubic meter), a huge demand and supply gap could arise. Hence current 
planning and management is insufficient. She also said that in Gurgaon city, the level of ground 
water is falling continuously. In 2014, it was 33.24 meter and If suitable measures are not taken up 
by all stakeholders, then the groundwater level may go further to the level of 50 meters by 2030. 

She emphasized that to tackle this scenario; we need a commitment to use water in a judicious 
manner. On the occasion of today’s World Water Day celebration, India Water Partnership would 
like to convey all the stakeholders that conservation of water resources and efficient management is 
possible provided if we all play our role to save the water not for only ourselves but also for our 
coming generations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addressed by Mr. ParminderKataria, Deputy Mayor, Gurgaon  
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Mr. PradeepMohapatra, Coordinator, Udayama (GWP-India network partner) said that I am 
delighted to be present during the World Water Day celebration at Gurgaon. He told the participants 
about the efforts of Udyama for water conservation, water restoration of water bodies, mitigation of 
climate change and conservation of bio-diversity in Orissa and other parts of the country. He further 
requested the participants to actively participate in the water conservation activities to save the 
earth. 

Participants including Students and community representative marching during walk For Water 
organized by India Water Partnership (GWP India) in Gurgaon  

Address by Dr. VeenaKhanduri Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator,  
India Water Partnership (GWP-India)  
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Other dignitaries on the dias also spoke about the importance of World Water Day and significance 
of conserving water.  On the occasion, mementoes with logo of India Water Partnership (GWP-India) 
were also presented to the dignitaries. 

At end of the function, Walk for Water was organized wherein the participants including students 
and the community walked for around 2 Kms on the different roads of Gurgaon wearing the T-shirts 
with IWP/GWP logo with different types of slogans. 

 

3.3 India Water Partnership celebrated World Water Day-2015 through Shivana Area Water 
Partnership at Mandsaur, Madhya Pradesh 

India Water Partnership (GWP-India) celebrated World Water Day-2015 with the support of Shivana 
Area Water Partnership (AWP) at village Balaguda, Mandsaur district of Madhya Pradesh State on 
22nd March, 2015. The Chief Guests on the occasion were; Mr. Sudhir Gupta, Member of Parliament, 
Mandsaur and Ms. PriyankaGowswami, District Panchayat President, Mandsaur.  

The event commenced 
with the Welcome 
Address by Mr. 

NarendraSipani, 
President, Shivana 
AWP. Thereafter the 
Chief Guests and other 
dignitaries were 
welcomed by various 
office bearers of 
Shivana AWP. In the 
Welcome Address, Mr. 
NarendraSipani said 
that the Shivana AWP 
was constituted by 
India Water Partnership 
with the efforts of Mr.  

RavindraShukla in 2012. He further said that through Shivana AWP awareness generation programs 
are conducted to make the Shivanariver live throughout all the 12 months and also keep the river 
free from pollution. Mr. Sipani shared that after formation of Shivana AWP, a number of awareness 
generation activities were undertaken in the catchment villages of Shivanariver. Mr. Sipani further 
said the district is facing with severe water crisis. Hence, there is an urgent need for water 
availability, since livelihood of the local community is based on agriculture.   

He said that we also need to pay special attention on soil testing, irrigation through sprinkler and 
drip and crop cycle. Mr. Sipani  announced that two programs would be conducted in the district in 
2015 with the support of agricultural & water scientists and experts to seek their guidance for 
growing Rabi and Kharif crops with stress on more productivity with less water. He further said that 
there is unequal distribution of rainfall in the country, so there is also an opportunity to grow various 
crops in different seasons. 
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Mr. GhanshyamBatwal, Member of Shivana AWP and Senior Journalist stressed for giving a serious 
thought for water conservation in the present scenario. Dr. S N Mishra, Chief Scientist of 
Horticulture University said that in Balaguda village, Soil Testing Laboratory would be established 
very so and youth of the villages would be imparted training on soil testing.  

While presenting her view Ms. PriyankaGowswami said that we all are concerned with the depleting 
water table throughout the World and this is the reason we celebrate World Water Day each year. 
So it is our prime duty to pay special attention for water conservation and make judicious use of 
water in our daily life. She said that in Mandsaur District Panchayat, we are in the process of 
identifying watersheds and for that purpose she requested for community participation in 
maintaining the watersheds. She also urged the schools and colleges to  teach about soil and water 
conservation. She lastly said that we are near to the target of issuing soil testing and soil health cards 
to all the farmers of the district 

Mr. Sudhir Gupta 
said that 
Balaguda village 
comes in a 
watershed area. 
He appealed all 
the participants 
and people of the 
village to actively 
participate in the 
watershed 
activities for 
water 
conservation. To 
make the village 
green, he also 
appealed for 
digging contour 
trenches, do plantation and  safe guard the forests. He said that we should identify the works of 
each person of the village who have took up these works with honesty so that by honouring that 
individual with awards, the other people of this village would also get encouragement to undertake 
similar activities.  Mr. Sudhir Gupta also appealed to people for constructing toilets in their houses to 
stop open defecation. He said that each house will have its own toilet by end of this month and the 
beneficiary family would receive an honorarium of Rs, 12,000/-. He appreciated the work of Shivana 
AWP and thanked for organizing the World Water Day-2015 and wished that the Shivana AWP to 
continue their efforts in awareness generation programs on water conservation.  

During the event the SDG brief prepared by GWP was also circulated among the senior officials. 

During the celebration, there was an exhibition by Micro-Chemicals; District Agriculture Division; 
Horticulture Division and Watershed Committee.  
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The event was coordinated by Mr. Brajesh Joshi, Member, Shivana AWP & Senior Journalist and vote 
of thanks was given by Mr. Govind Sharma, Member Shivana AWP and Er. Sunil Vyas, Technical 
Coordinator of the event & Member, Shivana AWP. 

News cuttings
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3.4  India Water Partnership celebrated “World Water Day 2015” with support of  South Zone 
India Water partnership at Madurai, Tamil Nadu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year, World Water Day highlights a specific aspect of freshwater. Under the theme ‘Water 
and Sustainable Development’, the year 2015 provides an important opportunity to consolidate 
and build upon the previous World Water Days to highlight water's role in the sustainable 
development agenda. 

  UN-Water supports the World Water Day campaign and sets the theme each year. At the World 
Water Week 2014, UN-Water presents the plan for the World Water Day 2015 campaign, which 
is coordinated by UNDP with the support of WWAP, UNESCO, HABITAT, UNEP, The World Bank 
and UN-DESA. 

Participants will get an opportunity to learn more about the theme of World Water Day, get the 
latest update on how the international community perceives water's role in the post-2015 
framework and will be invited to get involved in the campaign. In addition, participants will also 
discover the logo of the World Water Day 2015. 
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Water is the elixir of the life. Water is a worthy resource facing tremendous pressure on the 
earth due to burgeoning demand from all sectors like drinking water, agriculture, industry, 
domestic, livestock, biodiversity and eco systems etc. “Sensitizing the people about the water 
conservation, water resources protection, effective water use practices in day to life, involving 
future generation to understand the importance about water” remain one of the focus 
considered very important for World Water Day 2015 on March 22, 2015. 

South Zone India Water Partnership (SZIWP), a regional water partnership under the umbrella of 
India Water Partnership,  housed in DHAN Foundation, Madurai, Tamil Nadu India have made an 
elaborate arrangement to celebrate World Water Day 2015 Celebrations. This note briefly 
captures the happenings, outcomes and resolutions taken  as part of the World Water Day 2015 
Celebrations. 

Head Office, DHAN Foundation, Madurai  On March 22, 2015, DHAN Vayalagam (Tank) 
Foundation, a water thematic programme convened a round table on Water Goal in support of 
Dedicated Water Goal as part of Sustainable Development Goal 2015. Mr. S.P.Madhan Mohan, 
Team Leader  welcomed the participants. Mr.N.Venkatesan, Chief Operating Officer of DHAN 
Vayalagam (Tank) Foundation (DVTF) highlighted the importance of water conservation and 
shared the broader mandate of DVTF in conservation and development of fresh water 
community infrastructures across six states in India. He also highlighted the water foot prints in 
human life by providing few data citing from United Nations.  

Mr.A.Gurunathan , Chief Executive of DVTF and Coordinator of South India Zonal Water 
Partnership discussed with the members present on the briefing note in support of Dedicated 
Water Goal of Global Water Partnership  in SDG 2015. He has also given very important facts 
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and figures related to water sector in Indian context based on the handout of Media briefings of 
IWMI, Colombo. He also brought out a new perspective on Water – Food – Energy Nexus in 
developing countries. Mr. A. Madhan Kumar, Programme Leader (Research) of DHAN 
Foundation stressed the research dimensions in Water Sector and how best the investment in 
water research would help and improve the standard of living of humanities across the nation. 
Young researchers Ms.A.Sasikala and Ms.Deivanai mentioned that the deliberations and data 
were very useful for them in citing in future research write ups. Mr. C.Jacob, Chief Finance 
Officer of DVTF proposed vote of thanks to the members attended. 

Ramanathapuram District in Gundar Basin: The World Water Day event was organized in 
Kadambangulam village of Kadaladi block in Ramanathapuram district on March 22, 2015, the 
village in which the DHAN Foundation had completed the implementation of Drinking water 
Pond (Oorani) project under WACREP supported by GWP-South Asia. Focus of the event was to 
sensitize the villagers including youth and school children on importance of water and its 
conservation. The Vayalagam members and leaders, School children, School teachers, retired 
teachers and village leaders participated in the event. In total 79 participants were took part in 
the event. 

Water  Awareness March  ( Water rally):  

The school students along with Vayalagam members organized a Water  Rally from school  
premises  that ended at one of the  Kadambangulam village drinking ponds where the DHAN 
Foundation have done successful rehabilitation work with the assistance of IWP/GWP-South 
Asia under WACREP. The Water Rally also passed through Manankarai village. 

Outcomes of the rally event: 

1. The villagers of Kadambangulam knew about importance of water as how to protect the water 
at household level and village level and save the water for future generation.   

2. In Manankarai village also people became aware about importance of every drop of water.  

II. Water related Elocution competition for School : 

DHAN Foundation, Mudukulathur project office conducted an elocution speech for the school 
children of Kadamankulam village. Some of the highlights of the speech made by the school 
children are given below:- 

1. Save each drop of water  

2. Research needed for low water consuming crops. 

3. Eradication of Juliflora - A massive campaign and program needed for eradication of most water 
consuming weeds in the tank system like Juliflora A speech from the Jaswanth Kumar was very 
attractive to the crowd because he himself wore the leaves of Juliflora garland around the body 
and spontaneously gave the speech like Juliflora thorny weed spread everywhere and 
eradication required. His speech created more attention to save the environment. He 
demonstrated about the disadvantages of Juliflora forests and how it damages to the 
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environment by releasing the CO2 while consuming O2 from the environment. He finally 
appealed that this dangerous thorny weeds should be eradicated then and there in the land, 
water ways and water bodies need to be conserved. He also ended his speech by recommending 
that Village-wise committee is required to be constituted to eradicate these kinds of weeds in 
water bodies. 

4. Rain water harvesting to the households is most needed for conserving the rainwater for future 
use. 

The first three winners of students were awarded with prizes, while all other participants were given 
certificate of participation. 

 

Community Voices on Water 

The team leader of DHAN Foundation, Mr. Mudukulathur emphasized on per capita requirement of 
water for all usage (Standard Vs Actual), the concept of water budget on sector wise (Domestic, 
Drinking, Agriculture and industry). He said that protection of water bodies is the duty of all 
villagers. He further told the villagers about the interventions taken-up by DHAN Foundation under 
IWP/GWP-South Asia WACREP project.  

The villagers of Kadambangulam village realized that WACREP project has reduced the drudgery of 
drinking water in the village as they are now getting sufficient drinking water. The village leaders 
appreciated role of women on saving the water and using it more precisely. 

Former District Federation member Mr. Ramapandian felt that how our district suffers for the 
water in terms of domestic and drinking water and urged the community to save the water bodies.  

Mrs. Jeyabharathi, a Vayalagam member insisted to save the water bodies by placing the dust bins 
in every street. Our home wastes could segregate solid and non-solid waste and all of us should 
take decision to protect the irrigation tanks. She insisted that the home waste should be properly 
handled and not thrown on the street. 

District Federation Leader, Mr. A. Muniyasamy  shared that the waste water in the kitchen should 
to be used on recycling concept for kitchen garden or other vegetables grown in the home yard. He 
said that during 2013-2014, the WACREP project assisted rehabilitation of the drinking water pond 
in the village.  

IV.Shramadan  (Voluntary Labour)  in the water bodies: 

On the occasion of World Water Day, the villagers of Kadambangulam village were involved in 
Shramadan (Voluntary labour) in water tanks for clearing the weeds and waste dumped in the tank. 
The collected wastes were burned and destroyed. The villagers also took the oath to save the water 
bodies by not dumping the wastes. 
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3.5 World Water Day Celebration by India Water Partnership (GWP-India) at Srinagar (Jammu & 
Kashmir) 

 
India Water Partnership (GWP-India) with the support of its partner organization;South Asian Voluntary 
Association of Environmentalists [SAVAE] organized a seminar on Water and Sustainable Development‘ 
on the occasion of World Water Day on March 22nd2015 at TahiraKhanam‘s College of Education in 
Srinagar in order to assess the causes behind the contamination of water, its serious implications, and 
some recommendations for the Government and our organization as well. The problems associated with 
the pollution of water like loss of livelihoods, spread of diseases, suffering of aquatic life among others, 
were discussed by the participants. The main objectives of the debate were as follows: 
 
1. Identifying the main causes of water pollution  
2. Providing the information about the harmful effects caused due to contamination of water.  
3. Assessing the mental capabilities of students as how much aware they are about this resource.  
4. Identifying some measures which can help reduce water pollution  
5. Recommendations for the government as well as several organizations.  
 
There were 86 participants in the seminar. 
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IV.   Board of Governors Meeting of India Water Partnership 
 

The 26th Board of Governors Meeting of India Water Partnership was held on 27th March, 2015 at India 
International Centre, New Delhi.  Following are the major highlights of the meeting: 

4.1 The newly nominated Board of Governor, Mr. T V S N Prasad, I.A.S., Joint Secretary & Mission 
Director, National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) & former Joint Secretary (Policy & Planning), 
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development, Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India was 
welcomed and introduced with the other Board of Governors. 

4.2Progress Report on the activities undertaken by IWP from November, 2014 to February, 2015 was 
presented before the Board of Governors. 
 
4.3 Audit Report of GWP funds received by India Water Partnership for the Financial Year-2014 was 
presented which was approved. 
 
4.4 Approval of Board of Governors was sought on India Water Partnership association with Hindustan 
Unilever Foundation and 2030 Water Resources Group as non-financial partner in the workshop to be 
organized on 5th May, 2015 at New Delhi. The Board of Governors approved the same. 
 
V.  Association of India Water Partnership with Hindustan Unilever Foundation and 2030 Water 
Resources Group as non-financial partner in the workshop to be organized on 5th May, 2015 at New 
Delhi 

 
Hindustan Unilever Foundation vide their mail dated March 23, 2015 invited India Water Partnership to 
associate with them as a non-financial partner in a workshop to be organized on 5th May, 2015 at New 
Delhi in collaboration with 2030 Water Resources Group on the topic “India Partnership to catalyze 
inclusive and cutting-edge solutions for India’s growing water challenges”. Based on the approval of 
the Board of Governors in a meeting held on 27th March, 2015, India Water Partnership has formally 
confirmed the association. 
 
VI. Participation in Meetings/Workshops/Seminars 
 
Participation of Dr. VeenaKhanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, India Water 
Partnership in World Water Day-2015 Celebration by United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
on 20th March, 2015 
 
On the invitation of UNDP, Dr. VeenaKhanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, India 
Water Partnership participated in the World Water Week-2015 celebrated by UNDP on 20th March, 
2015. This year the UNDP led the coordination of World Water Day-2015 under the theme “Water and 
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Sustainable Development”.  The dignitaries present on the occasion were; (i) Professor SanwarLalJat, 
Honourable Minister of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of 
India; (ii) NicolesRonellini, Dy Regional Director for Asia & Pacific and Director Regional Hub, UNDP; (iii) 
FlaviaSchegel, Assistant Director General for Natural Sciences, UNESCO; (iv) Rajender Singh, Water Man 
of India and Magsaysay Award Winner; (v) Pamela Tshwete, Honorabe Deputy Minister of Water & 
Sanitation, Government of South Africa; (vi) Shigeru Aoyagi, Director and UNESCO Representative to 
India, Bhutan, Maldives and Sri Lanka; (vii) JacoCilliers, UNDP Resident Representative a.i. and Country 
Director; (viii) Georges Arsenault, UN Resident Coordinator a. i. and UNICEF Representative to India 
 
During the event the SDG brief prepared by GWP was also circulated among senior officials and the 
participants. 

It is noteworthy to mention here that during the event, it was announced that Rajender Singh, Water 
Man of India and Magsaysay Award Winner has also won the 2015 Stockholm Water Prize, for his 
innovative water restoration efforts, improving water security in rural India, and for showing 
extraordinary courage and determination in his quest to improve the living conditions for those most 
in need.  
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PART- II:  WACREP PHASE-I REPORT 
 
Assessment of vulnerability to climate change on water resources, commons, agriculture system 
and animal husbandry in Sinhar watershed in Bhinder Block in Udaipur district of Rajasthan 
 
During the reporting period i.e, March, 2015, the India Water Partnership (GWP-India) received the 
following two reports from AFPRO which is undertaking the above activity under WACREP Phase-I. 
 
(i)  Vulnerability Assessment to Climate Change Impact on Agriculture, Animal Husbandry & Water 
Management and Development of Adaptation Framework for the Region 
 
(ii) Water Bodies and its Vulnerability with basket of sustainable adaptation options 

The above two reports were reviewed by India Water Partnership (GWP-India) and comments with 
suggestions have been sent to AFPRO for finalization of both reports. 

 

PART- III:  WACREP PHASE-II REPORT 
 
Under WACREP Phase-II, preliminary works have commenced like, literature of review of the 
project area, identification of specific sites, preparation of questionnaires, secondary data 
collection, procurement of satellite data from Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and 
National  Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) by the three partners engaged by India Water Partnership 
(GWP-India). Brief details of the same are given below: 
 
 
I. Climate Resilient Development- A Case Study of Mashi Sub-Basin in Rajasthan 
 
India Water Partnership is undertaking this activity with the support of one of its network partner; 
Centre for Environment and Development Studies (CEDS) based at Jaipur, Rajasthan. The following 
two activities were undertaken in March, 2015: 
 
1. Resource Mapping and Thematic Map preparation: Physical coordinates were identified and 

required formalities were completed for placing order with Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO), Hyderabad to obtain remote sensing data for the project area. Order has been placed 
with ISRO by making advance payment.  The Mashi sub basin area of Banas basin is delineated 
with the help of GT sheets, Watershed Atlas and SRTM datasets. Drainage system and 
physiography of the area mapped with the help of SRTM data. Relevant secondary datasets i.e. 
Forest cover, geology, soils, habitations, infrastructure, human population, land use etc. were 
collected / procured and processed in GIS environment for developing various thematic output 
required for the study. The satellite datasets of the area has been selected and order for 
procurement from National  Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) is processed for pre and post 
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monsoon datasets. The satellite datasets will be delivered by NRSC in April, 2015 and the 
subsequent processing including integration of different datasets will be done. The final 
thematic outputs will be generated by June 2015. 
 

2. Secondary data collection has been started. 
 

II.Promotion of Integrated Water Resource Management in Peri-Urban Settings (Action Research 
to develop innovative IWRM Investments) 
 
India Water Partnership (GWP-India) with the support of one of its network partner; TARU Leading 
Edge, New Delhi is undertaking this activity.  
 
Phase 1- Initial Planning: Initial Planning was proposed during this period which involved selection of 
water stressed area that needs knowledge and technical support in planning, organizing and preparing 
investment plan to address their water and sanitation needs through consultations meeting and 
selection of local technical/support organization identified to carry out the activitiesi.e, developing 
detailedToR and shortlisting agencies. As a part of this phase, following initiatives were taken in March, 
2015:  
 
 Literature Review: A literature review to identify current strands of peri-urban research, especially 

as they relate to the National Capital Region (NCR) has been started. The study also involves 
collection of secondary sources of data to trace the growth of Delhi-NCR, the drivers of urbanization 
and their implications for water resources of the city, drawing on government sources, media 
reports and published articles in books and journals. 
 

 Terms of Reference for the engagement of the local partner has been drafted. In line with this 
stage, another consultation meeting was organised with S.M. Seghal Foundation to finalize their 
engagement for this project.  
 

 Scoping exercise to identify potential sites for research and the key issues for in-depth investigation 
and research continued using available resources. The criteria for the site selection has also been 
prepared covering levels of their being peri-urban in terms of the extent of land use change–with 
consequent implications for occupational diversification, the varying distance from the city, the 
period since when land use change had occurred and the nature of governance structure and water 
stress/quality levels, etc. Field visits are planned in April, 2015to select the final sites for the projects 
in consultation with India Water Partnership. 

 
Next Steps (April, 2015) 
 
 The team will be finalizing the area with the help of partners for initiating the action research. The 

process will also involve organizing a stakeholders’ meeting to firm up the area.        
 

 Finalizing the framework of action research with tools and methodology. 
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(iii) Water-Energy-Food Nexus : Developing a Framework for Resilience in Urban Areas with reference 
to Housing Societies 
 
India Water Partnership (GWP-India) is undertaking the above activity with the support of The Tata 
Energy Research Institute (TERI). During March, 2015, the TERI has done the following activities. 
 
(i)  The TERI has submitted the Inception Report to India Water Partnership (GWP-India).  After review 

the India Water Partnership has submitted comments and suggestions for finalization of the 
Inception Report and submission of the same to India Water Partnership – The revised report is 
awaited from TERI.  

 
(ii)  Literature review on Water Energy Food (WEF) nexus has been initiated where different models and 

practices of WEF nexus is being studied and analyzed in detail.   
 
(iii) Gurgaon city in Haryana which forms the part of National Capital region has been selected for the 

study, specific sites needs identification is underway. 
 
(iv) Secondary data collection on WEF nexus has been initiated.  

 


